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Many Si6iixiand towns seek Great Places status

By Bret Hayworth

Journal staff writer

One hundred forty-five cities,
counties, historic areas and cor-
ridors have put forth invitations
to be named
one of three

ilot Great

laces in Iowa.

A néw-style
government
combination
will put the
power of 18
state agencies
together to tout
'some of the
most distinctive places in Iowa.
July 1 marked the cutoff for ap-
plications — technically called
“invitations” in the Great Places

nomenclature — and the state
released all the invitations
‘Wednesday.

The Great Places hopefuls are
a widely mixed bag, from the
Creative Corridor of Cedar
Rapids, Coralville and Iowa City
to the Creative Economy Theme
Park in Fairfield to the Historical

Hills Corridor in Southwest

Iowa (covering nine counties) to
_the Iowa State University Greek

Community in Ames.

There are six entities alone
from Council Bluffs seeking to
be named Great Places. Most
major cities have at least one
entry — Sioux City has two —
and one of the smallest towns
-entering is Whiting.

Other Northwest Iowa entities
having put forth Great Places
invitations are Cherokee
County, Denison, downtown
Sioux Center, Sioux Center’s
Heritage Village, Greater Es-
therville area, Great Waters and
Great Prairies of Clay and
Dickinson Counties, Lake
View, the Loess Hills, Ida
Grove, O’Brien County, San-
born, Spirit Lake and Storm
Lake. The Sioux City entries in-
clude one for the downtown
entry area and another for the
Floyd Boulevard Local Food
Market Square.

“The number and the quality
of the invitations we received
show the tremendous enthusi-
asm for Great Places,” said

Iowa Department of Cultural
Affairs Anita Walker, who is
heading the endeavor. “Iowans
clearly accepted the challenge
to think about what was gen-
uine and authentic about their
places.”

Gov. Tom Vilsack announced
the Great Places initiative in his
2005 Condition of the State ad-
dress. He challenged state agen-
cies and Iowans to be bold and
creative in turning neighbor-
hoods, towns and regions into
even better places.

State employee ‘“coaches”
will work with the 145 entities
to get their offers ready. By Oct.
1, a citizen advisory board ap-
pointed by Vilsack will select
the three pilot places. The board
will consider criteria like a
unique sense of place, engaging
experiences, rich social fabric,
vital economy, pleasing envi-
ronment and creative culture.

Walker said projects with
broad community support,
rather than “just the Chamber
(of commerce) and city admin-
istrator” support would likely
fare better.
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